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Closing out the first 6 months of the year, the equity markets
have recovered significantly from the lows we saw in March.
The Coronavirus Pandemic has severely impacted the global
economy, we saw global markets fall in March by as much as
35%. During the second quarter, we witnessed one of the
quickest rebounds ever experienced in global markets.

Central banks led by The US Federal Reserve unleashed
unlimited stimulus designed to halt the Coronavirus recession.
This was done by purchasing as much government debt as it
deemed necessary. They also started buying corporate bonds
to help small and large businesses weather the crisis.

Financial Institutions all over the world have implemented
fiscal policies to protect people from the economic impact of
the Pandemic. Governments are spending money to detect,
prevent and control the spread of the virus. They are providing
temporary relief for people and businesses affected in the
form of wage subsidies, tax breaks and stimulus packages.
 
The aggressive response of governments fuelled the stock
market recovery which resulted to the best quarter since the
2009 global financial crisis.

MARKET ROUND-UP



CORONAVIRUS:
IS A SECOND
WAVE COMING?
As countries around the world relax
restrictions and ease social
distancing measures, there has
been   a   resurgence   of   Covid-19 
cases  in  the  past  few  weeks. 

Governments are taking
precautionary measures such as
closing malls, limiting tourists and
re-introducing lockdowns to ensure
prevention of a second wave.

 

However, it is important to note that
The Coronavirus is not the 1918
Pandemic, the events are completely
different. Information and medicine
have improved drastically since
1918. Today, we are at an advantage
due to better communication,
medicine and technology.

The second wave phenomenom is
widely associated with the 1918 flu
pandemic, which infected     500
million people and killed 50 million
worldwide. It is infamous for its far
deadlier second wave, months after
the first wave.



Covid-19 has put our economies into a
Great Lockdown. It has helped contain the
virus and save lives, but also triggered the
worst recession we’ve seen since the
Great Depression.

The International Monetary Fund [IMF]
projected that the world economic output
may have bottomed out already. As
countries are re-opening, their economies
have started to pick up again with
recovery expected for the second half of
the year. The massive monetary and fiscal
policies will also support growth. 

However, macro environments can
significantly change depending on how
Governments can contain the spread of
Covid-19 and avoid economies shutting
down again. 

Regardless how long this crisis will last,
our fund managers are always on the look-
out for opportunities that safeguard and
grow the value of our clients’ portfolios.

We've identified sectors and businesses
that are quickly adapting to changing
consumer habits through this crisis. These
include sectors like   manufacturing, e-
commerce or essential goods. In turn, we
are avoiding areas severely affected by
Covid-19 such as tourism and hospitality. 

This pandemic is creating winners and
losers and our investment team is focused
on making sure that our client's portfolios
are well positioned to weather the crisis.

STRONG ECONOMIC REBOUND
IN 2ND HALF OF 2020

HOW ARE WE
RESPONDING TO THE
CRISIS?



To hear what our experts have to say, tune in to our live webinar and
Q&A session on Thursday 23rd July, 10am London Time.

Spaces are limited so make sure you register now in order to reserve your
spot and avoid disappointment.

To register email: marketing@astrafs.com / or follow this link: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_7DaUoxVsSHicnlTfv6qeUQ

How markets  have  reacted to  the  pandemic  -  you might  be
surpr i sed

How Stock  markets  have  reacted to  s ign i f i cant  negat ive  g lobal
events  l ike  Wor ld  Wars  over  the  past  century  -  they ’ve  recovered

Why s tock  markets  grow -  success fu l  companies  make th ings
people  want  to  buy ,  and you can share  in  the i r  success  (Coca
Cola ,  Apple  and the  so-ca l led  “Div idend Kings" )

Why “ t ime in"  the  market  i s  bet ter  than “ t iming"  the  market  

The rec ipe  that  dr ives  investment  returns  -  how 'asset
a l locat ion ’  i s  jus t  l ike  bak ing bread

Where  next  for  markets  -  what  i f  there ’ s  a  “ second wave”?

PANDEMIC POSITIONING

UPCOMING LIVE 
WEBINAR AND Q&A

A Surprise Recipe For Resilience.

Topics  that  we' l l  cover :



Past performance is not indicative of future results. The value of investments and the income from them may go up as
well as down and investors may not get back the amounts originally invested. All investments involve risks including
the risk of possible loss of principal. The views are subject to change at any time based upon market or other
conditions and are current as of the date of publish.information herein is believed to be reliable, but Astra do not
warrant its completeness or accuracy. This material is intended to be for information purposes only. The material is
not intended as an offer or solicitation for the purchase or sale of any financial instrument.
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